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---50uth of jerusalem,some
15 minutes' walk east of the
road to Hebron,on a range of
hills surrounded by fertlie and
beautiful valleys. The city was
also called "Ephratah”.
Beth-lehem is also the seene
of the idyl of Ruth.It was
through David, whose family
lived at Beth-lehem,that the
little country town achieved an
unexpected fame.The
characteristic story told inii

Sam.shows how much David

was attached to his native
city.But he did not remain
there.He chose a larger capi-
tal,Nothing further is found in
the old Testament.But it bec-
ame of world-historic impor-
tance as the traditional
birthplace of jesus, and as
such is still the goal o pious
pilgrimages. As early as the
second century astablein one
of the grottos close by the
town was pointed out as the
birthplace of Jesus.
Constantine built a splended
basilica in Beth-lehem,
substantially the same -
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grotto near by when
translating the Bible. During
the Crusades Beth- lehem
suffered greatly from
Mochammaedan violence.To-
day it is a flourishing town,
inhabited only by Chirstians.
(THE JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA,
BETH-LEHEM-JUDAH VOLUME:3,
Page.No:121)

(1t should be remember that the
script in Jewish Encyclopidia
about Baith-lehem has been
briefly summarised over here.
That is why any one intrested in
referring to it should consult
the real Encyclopedia—

Al-Nadwa).
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2. And the angel of the Lord app- :“ﬁfu;ﬁdﬂ.ﬂ:ﬁfﬁaﬂ—#f
eared unto him in a flame of fire -

out of the midst of a bush: and  E =Wl (b s/

he looked and, behold, the bush .
burned with fire, and the bush Jﬁhﬁdﬂfh{u&'ﬁf’k@&ﬁ;{'ﬁ

was not consumed. &"my“i‘?‘&’
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3.And Moses said, | will now
turn aside and see this great
sight, why the bush is not
bumt?

4. And when the Lord saw that
he turned aside to see, God
called unto him out of the midst
of the bush, and said, Moses,
Moses. And he said, Here am |.

5.And he said, Draw not nigh
hither: put off thy shoes from off
thy feet, for the place where on
thou standest is holy ground.

6.Moreover he said, | am the
God of thy father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob. And
Moses hid his face; for he was
afraid to look upon God. (The
Holy Bible-Exodus,2-6)
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of the angle mer-ely indicated

to Moses that the Shekinah
was near,and this angle was
Micheal(or,as some say, Gabri
el),the constant att-endant of
the Shekinah.When Moses
beheld this heavenly
apparition other person were
with him,who did not-..- Acc-
ording to Joshua be Karha -
------ God revealed Himself to
Moses for the first time in a
thorn-bush to prove to him
that "nothing"-not even such
an insignificant plant as the
thornbush-"is void of the
Shikinah." The thorn-bush
itself receives various

symbolic interpretations. Thus,

as this shrub isamong the
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least of the plants so Israel Buming }d}l.q"..lu..rl;,{_ ! (ﬁ.ﬁ’__ﬁ
occupled a lowly and despised ./ Fe, @ ST 575 (bush
position in Egypt. As the é,,,-.__l;@‘_(wjy@jﬂ#«
thorn-bush is used for a o Ju¥efiaiciléh Bl bt
hedge, so Israel is fence and By -,
protection for the other
nations. The burning but not
consuming fire of the bush
indicated to Moses that Israel
would successfully endure all
the sorrows and pain inflicated
upon it by the Egyptians.

(THE JEWISH ENCYCLOPEDIA,

Burning bush,volume:3,Page:439)
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